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Assurance Directorate: Our Commitment
The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation's Assurance Directorate delivers critical regulatory functions to protect 

Western Australia's environment and water resources for future generations.
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Strategic Context
The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation's (the department's) Strategic Plan, sets out 

our Vision for a low-carbon Western Australia with a healthy environment and secure water resources 

for future generations.

Our Mission is to act to:

Waste

Reduce the harmful impact of waste and create a low waste circular economy

Climate

Reduce emissions, mitigate climate change impacts and build greater environmental and 

community resilience

Water

Ensure our water resources meet the needs of the community, ecosystems and economic 

development

Environment

Make sure that environmental values are protected, and that development is sustainable

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Assurance Objectives
Our assurance activities form a critical element of our regulatory cycle, providing stakeholders with confidence that our legislation achieves the intended 

environmental and water outcomes for Western Australia.

Assurance Activities

The Assurance Directorate supports the department by promoting, monitoring and enforcing compliance using available regulatory mechanisms (instruments, policy, 

and legislation).

Assurance Objectives

Pollution Control

Assess, prevent, control, and 

abate pollution, unreasonable 

emissions, and environmental 

harm.

Environmental 
Conservation

Conserve, preserve, protect, 

enhance, and manage the 

environment.

Water Resource 
Management

Effectively manage, use, and 

protect water resources.

Legacy Contamination

Identify, record, manage, and 

remediate legacy contamination.

Air Quality

Ensure air quality protects human 

health and well-being.

Waste Management

Avoid or recover waste and 

minimise its harmful impact.
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Closing the regulatory cycle

The Assurance Directorate sits in the Approvals Portfolio and is 
responsible for the delivery of key regulatory functions, informed 
by policy and guidance from the Climate & Sustainability Portfolio 
and facilitated by the Strategy and Engagement Portfolio. 

Our Regulatory Approach sets out the department's regulatory 
responsibilities, how we undertake our regulatory functions and 
how they all fit together as part of our 'regulatory cycle’.

The following tables outline the Directorate's activities to lead the 
department in closing the regulatory cycle, anticipating and 
mitigating risks, utilising best available intelligence and science 
to make informed decisions, embracing technology to focus our 
objectives, and implementing best practice assurance principles 
and processes.

https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-02/dwer-our-regulatory-approach.pdf


PROMOTE - advise and develop, set the standard, educate



MONITOR - assess, manage



ENFORCE - respond, evaluate
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